Badgers are mainly nocturnal, leaving
their gette to forage for food at dugk
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Badgers by Night .~

the badger’e diet congicte of earthworme. ~ e '
____________________ [ A badger may eat up to 200 wormg N :
! (I E— \ per day! They alo eat hedgehogg!.’._.. ' \ / |

groups in burrows known as
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setts’; some setts may be
several hundred years old!
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Beautiful Bluebells ,-—-—-———-—————. \

| In Arger Fen and Spouse’s Vale, |
| the bluebells form carpets of !
| blue under the trees and you can |
| smell their sweet scent.

Unlike the imported Spanish
bluebell, our native bluebelle tend to
be dark blue-violet in colour, with
the flowerg on one gide of the
stem, cauging it to droop or ‘nod”.

Wild garlic or Ramsons is
found in wetter woodland in
the Stour Valley, often in
similar places to bluebells.
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Look out for clusters of spiky white
flowerg in gpring, then breathe in and
you will catch the digtinctive garlic emell.
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EXPLORE the WILDLIFE of the Stour Valley

The Stour River Valley is home to many fascinating plants and animals.
You can learn how to recognise them and help them to survive.

 FIGHTING BEETLES!} .

The Greater Stag Beetle is the
g largest (35-75 cms) and one of the
il fiercest lookKing insects in Britain.

[t loves to live in rotting tree stumps and
decaying wood in the Stour Valley, where the
female lays her egge. The males have huge
“antlerg’, which are actually part of their jaws and
they uge them for wreetling with other males.

Found by rivers or ponds, the
black poplar is Britain's most

endangered native timber tree.

1
There is a project in the Stour Valley to grow
new Black Poplar treeg by breaking off a
‘cutting’ and planting it in a damp area. lts wood
wag uged for making planke and floorboards; a cart

called a Haywain in Congtable’s famoug painting
wag probably made from thig tree.

Learn more about trees by joining the
Dedham Vale Youth Rangers (for ages I3-18)
_www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org/
get-involved/dedham-vale-youth-rangers/

/y or by going to a family or Community open day at
. Daws Hall www.dawshallnature.co.uk
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THE GHOST OWL with their teeth!

Today less than 5% of the
Stour Valley is wooded.
The remaing of the Wildwood
can be geen in places like

By the 1960s otters were facing . e | o Look, C i Over 1,000 years ago - Arger Fen and Spouge’s Vale,

e
Rz
ol

extinction in the Stour Valley, but §= 4 ° . | o oot ZtO:O gl much of the Stour Valley [ which are exciting places to g ées‘t time to visiJEE (;n or
this decline has now been halted. B B e 5 . Mudlp, was covered by wildwood. ¥ explore and see wildlife.  petween March arjd Sep toral
y | TR " dropp; ' : - ww sutfolkwildlifetrust.ord

The otter has

,
powerful webbed ° yo | The English oak is
feet for swimming “hat e, Know, | recognisable by its
after ite prey: figh. 7 sturdy shape

........ : twisted branches,

distinctive lobed
leaves and seeds.
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X Oake can live for over 500 years, &

. NP particularly if they have been pollarded. & Logx
You might think it 1s a rat! Osak trees provide ahome for ™ #s 5, % fop
A water vole has a flatter - P it Stick, "¢

. . b
hundreds of living thingg! s
nose, smaller ears and a 4 ghing bupy

short furry tail. Water voles make Y. A . ,
— ~/ ‘lawng’ outside their /
_________________ neat burrows by .- | The ash is a tall, graceful tree with
----------------------------------- nibbling the grage | an ash-grey trunk and slender,

| upward pointing branches.

B T How do you know if there is a Dormouse

Ehe b@ owl has sometimes & RN LY ‘ | : ‘ ‘ in the WOOdS?
een mistaken for a ghost and - -

has even been known to glow

in the dark when luminous

bacteria from rotting wood

sticks to its feathers.

The dormovse is rarely seen as R An ongoing projecf in the Stour
it lives in the branches of trees, R Va[[gy aime to boost numberse of

only venturing down to the | dormice and create ‘corridore’ by
U GROERELCRAGBIORIEEIAY | planting hedgeg, fo allow dormice
" to travel from place to place.

: 272272222z,
Barn owls come out to hunt at dusk, 7 LooK ben;ztgn:ﬂ ;:f;;let 2 The nqr:ez %2
flying low over rough graseland in ...+ : totiszb‘i‘i[;’ ?; fur and bone that d Bs ’°:’ : ggrvii/es trom the
gearch of their main prey, the short barn owl spits out. dorcr;ovef;b dormir, meaning 0
tailed vole. A family of barn owle will Eind out more about Barn Owls on F;T:ep, because the dormouzzr
eat over [OOO rodents in the breeding the Barn Owl Trust website gpends six months of the'y

uk
geagon. Look out for triangular owl www.barnowltrust.org

nest boxeg in treeg in the Stour Valley.




